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No. CEA-12011/322/2025
Government of India
Ministry of Cooperation

The Co-operative Election Authority
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09" Floor, Tower E, World Trade Centre
Nauroji Nagar, New Deihi -110029
Dated: 13" February, 2026
Election no. 164/2025-26
ORDER

Sub: Appointment of “Returning Officer” and the “Election Programme” for Conduct

of Election of Bharathi Tourism Development
Bazar Compound, GIIS Road. Hampankatta,

Co-operative Ltd.. BTDC Janatha
Mangalore- 375001 (Karnataka), -

reg.

I. The Cooperative Election Authority

has been established under Section 45 of the

MSCS Act, 2002 (as amended in 2023). As per Scction 45-1 of the said Act, the Authority
discharges the following finctions =~

i Conduct of clections of the multi-state cooperative society;
il Supervise, direct and control the matters relating to preparation of electoral
rolls; and

fii.

Such other functions as may be prescribed.

2. Accordingly, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 45 K (1) of the Multi-
State Co-operative Societies (MSCS) Act 2002, as amended by the MSCS amendment Act

2023 read with Rule

19T (a) of the MSCS Rules 2002, as amended with MSCS Rules in

2023, the Co-operative Election Authority hereby appoints District Magistrate/Collector,

Mangalore as Returning Officer for conducting

subsequent paras.,

Elections of the society as per details in

3. The detailed election programme is as under:-

Election Prooram
{Rule 19H (2)}

1 Name of MSCS

Election of Bharathi Tourism Development Co-operative L'td,.
BTDC, Janatha Bazar Compound, GHS Road, Hampankatta,
Mangalore- 575001(Karnataka),

2 Registration No &

MSCS/CR/176/2004 dated -: 18/03/2004

Date
3 Returning Officer | District Magistrate/Collector, Mangalore
4 Post  of  which | Board of Members — 15 (General- 12, Women- 02 & SC/ST- 01 )
election being held | Office Bearers-2 {(Chairman-i & Vice-Chairman-1)
3 Nominated Director | As per Section-48
6 Area of Operation | Goa, Kerala and Karnataka,
7 Members Individual members 332 .
Number of Society & 13 /e Eleck
Organization " {S;gs/ "
Total 345 [E] %7

8 Polling Booth

To be set up at the H.Q and other places as decided by thé\%\::_f__%
Returning Officer. S
Lo

Ny




The Returning Officer is requested to

publish clection notice

the area of operation as required under RQule 19-1(3) and to p
the website of the society one month prior to the commencem

CEO contact details | CEO Mobile No | Email Id, .
Smt. 7892891881 lakshmibhandary 123@gmail.com
Lakshmi
Gowri. | e

in the newspaper circulated in |
ublish election programme on

ent of Election Program.

(B) Election program for seckin g mame of Representative/Delcgate

S.No. | Election Programme of Delegates Date
1. Handing over names of societies by 09" March 2026
CEQ/MD Bharathi Tourism (Monday)
Development Co-operative Lid o RO
2, Publication of List of Members by RO 10" March 2026
(Tuesday)
3. Sending of letters to societics requesting to On or before
send names of delegates by RO 17" March 2026
(Tuesday)
4. Last date of receiving of resolution of 10% April 2026
delegates from members societies by RO (Friday)
(C) Elcction program for Board of Dircctors
Publication of Provisional hoa e
1 List  of Members / 13 (ﬁg ;ﬂ’a?‘;] &h By Evening
Delegatcs, IEligible to Vote Y
Objesiinmdow for Raising | 15m16 170 Apit, 2026 | 1100 AM 0 9700 Pod
2 Lis{cctxon to the Provisiona (Wednesday to Frid ay)
- fection | 207 10 24% April, 2026
Scrutiny  of  objection 2 ; .
3 |received to the Provisional | (Monday to Friday) 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
List (il any)
Publication of Final List of 23" April, 2026
4 | Members / Delegates, (Saturday) By Evening
Eligible to Vote
Issue  and  Filing of| 4™ to 7"May, 2026 11:00 AM 1o 3:00 PM
> | Nomination F orm (Monday to Thursday)
Display of nominations on 07" ]Ma}'é 2026
¢ | Website & Notice Board (Thursday) By 5:00 PM
received by  Returning
Officer. ) e |
7 | Seruting  of  Received 0g™ May, 2026 11:00 AM onwards
Nomination Forms (Friday)
icati i i 08™ May, 2026 By Evenin
8 Publl.can.on of List of Valid (Friday) Y g /%
Nominations "“"f;i
i - rr b
9 Withdrawal of Nominations 09(S2;Ili133 a21326 11:00 AM to 3:00‘1%5.‘4 )
e = P T A . 2026 1o f A
10 | Publication of Final List of 09" May. By Evenlng \ %>~ :
m .

Contcsting Candidagcs

(Saturday) B




17 May. 2026 8:00 AM to 04:00 PM
May,
Date of Polling, if (Sunga ) and al] tho§c who_have
11 Necessary 4 entered polling station at
04 PM or before should
be allowed to cast vote
¢ 18" May, 2026
12 | Counting of votes (Mon):iay) 08:00 AM Onwards
Submission of Form 19M
with recommendation for h
13 | seeking approval of CEA 18 MMa)é’ 2025
before declaration of result (Monday)
of BOD
14 Declaration of Result of | After approval of Cooperative Election Authority,
Board of Directors New Delhi on Format 19
(D) Elcction Program of Office Bearer (After Declaration of Result of Board of
Director)
m
Announcement of Election 25" May, 2026
Schedule (Monday)
Time window for filing 09:30 AM 10 [1:30 AM
nomination
Serutiny of nomination 12:30 PM to 02:00 PM
papers
Time and date for 02:00 PM to 04:00 PM
withdrawal _
Display of list of the By Evening
conlesting candidate and
schedule of election e
Mecting of Newly
Constituted  Board & ”
2 | Publication of List for valid 26(;:1;;;(;,31))26 11:00 AM Onwards
Nominations, Polling (if o
required
3 Declaration of Resuit of | After approval of Cooperative Election Authority,
Election of Office Bearers New Delhi on Format 19N

4. Detailed relevant important instructions on conduct of elections arc attached at
Annexure-]

5. RO is requested to ensure the election is conducted as per the MSCS Aet, 2002 as
amended by MSCS (Amendment) Act 2023 and Rules framed thereunder. In case any
provision of Registered Bye-Laws of the Society is inconsistent with the provision of Act
and Rules made thereunder, then provisions of the Act/Rules shall prevail over such in-
consistent provision and decision taken by CEA in this regard shall be final,

6. RO may submit proposal for appointment of adequate number of ARO

7. The Constituency shall be as per registered and approved Bye-Laws of the Socicty.
Every voter member has a right to elect all the directors individually.

7.1 Three types of ballot papers i.c. white-General, pink-women, blue- SC/S"
used for the purpose of voting. =
/3\\5.;,\



8. RO is advised to go through the documents meant for conduct of election- namely
preparation of member list, preparation of voter list and information relating to sceking prior
approval of Board of Directors and Office Bearers, These documents are available on the
website  htips:/feres.pov.in under the heading “Cooperative Election Authority”
(Handbooks of Returning Officer). Instructions contained in these documents must be
followed in letter and spirit so as to ensure free and fair election,

9. A Checklist for RO is attached for monitoring the clection process and recording
various important information and detajls, (Annexure II)

10. This issucs with the approval of Cooperative Election Authority.
.\’s\ﬁ
(Kamal Nain)
Scction Officer
Cooperative Election Autharity

To
District Collector / Magistrate
Mangalore
State Bank Road, Mangalore, 57500].
Email- de. mnglr@email.com
Copy to:

1. The Chief Executive Officer/Managing Dircctor of Bharathi Tourism
Development Co-operative Ltd,. BTDC, Janatha Bazar Compound, GHS
Road,  Hampankatta, Mangalore- S75001(Karnataka). Email:-
btdctourism@gmail.com with a request -with a request

(@) To meet the RO and bricf him about the society and get issued the election notice
under the signature of the RO.

(b) To deposit amount on account of remuneration payment for the conduct of election
by RO/ARO and Polling Officer(s). Amount of° remuncration to be as per order
FNo.4-11/2026/CEA dated 16.10.2026 (copy enclosed). The requisite amount is to
be deposited by the society in CEA’s account titled Cooperative Election Authority
as details below: -

Name of Account Holder Cooperative Election Authority
Name of Bank State Bank of India
Account Number 43320407875
| [FCS Code SBINQ00I076 _
Name of Branch R.K.Puram, New Delhi
Type of Account Saving Account

(¢} This may be ensured by C.E.O / M.D thal the following documents must be
uploaded on Qfficial Website of the Society.
i, Order of CEA for appointment of Returning Officer and election
programme.
fi. Notificatjon issucd by Returning Officer giving details of election schedule
and details of constituency ete.
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iii,  Provisional list of Members/Delegates who arc cligibie to vote.

iv. Publication of final list of Members/Delegates who are eligible to vote.

V. List of nomination received by the Returning Officers constituency-wise,

vi. List of nomination which has been rejected along with reasons for rejection,

vii.  Publication of final list of contesting candidates.

viii.  Declaration of result of Board of Directors,

ix. New Board of Directors and its Office Bearers,

X, Election Notice under signature of RO (o be published in newspapers by
CEO.

The Registrar of Cooperative Socicties, Govt. of Karnataka, No.1, Ali Asker Road,
Bengaluru, Karnataka- 560052, Email. regcodeptedemail.com

The Registrar of Cooperative Socicties, Govt. of Kerala, NSS Building, Behind
Gowvt., Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram- 695-001. Email.
kerala@coop.kerala,gov.in

The Registrar of Cooperative Societics, Govt. of Goa, Sahakar Sankui, 4 & 5t
Floor, EDC Complex, Patto Panaji Goa. Email. Reg-orcs.coa@nic.in

The Central Registrar of Cooperative Societies — for information

NIC with a request to upload on {(www.cres.gov.in),



ANNEXURE-1

Important Instructions

The following instructions are part of the order dated 13.02.2026. RO shall follow these
instructions in letter and spirit so as to ensure free and fair conduct of election.

1. Role of Returning Officer in initiating Election Schedule: Returning Officer may
please refer to Rule 19(H)(4) and Rule 19(1)(3) and ensure that intimation is sent under his
signature regarding date, time and place of General Mceting (Polling) to each member of
the society and such information can also be sent electronically, if possible

2. Issue of clection notice under the sipnature of Returning Officer: Returning officer
shall specify the date and time, place of reccipt of nomination, and for all other stages ol the
clection process clearly in the notification. Election Programme shall aiso be published on
the notice board of the society and jts branches for wider cireulation 1o all members.

3. Publication of elecfion programme on website of the society: Returning Officer is
requested 1o publish election programme on the website of the society.

4. Publication of election notice in the newspapers: Returning Officer is requested to
publish election notice in the newspaper circulated in the arca of operation as required under
Rule 19-] (3).

4.1. Returning Officer is requested to send the newspaper cutting to the CEA.

5. Wide publicity to be given for holding of Elections in terms of provision of the MSCS
Act and the rules framed thereunder including advertisement in each state in the arca of
operation. Election Programme shall also be displayed on the Notice Board of the Society.
RO shall also issue a press release to ensure wide publicity about the election of the socicly

6. Preparation of Members’ List: Returning Officer is requested to refer fo Sec 29 of
MSCS Actand Rule 19-] while publishing the list of eligible voters. The list should be drawn
as on 31% March of the previous financial year which is immediately preceding to the
clection year. Addition/deletion in the list can be done as per Rule 191 (1) thirty days prior
fo the date fixed for the date of poll. The list of members should also be got posted on website
of society

7. Disqualification for being a director: While scrutinizing the nomination RQ is
requested to refer to Sec 29, 43 and 44 of MSCS Act and also Rules 19, 19K and 19L of
MSCS Rules (as amended time to time).

8. Report fo CEA on nomination: Returning Officer is requested to send the list of
candidates with the details- (i) filed nominations (ii) rejected nominations with reasons (iii)
withdrawal of nominations and (iv) valid nomination with reference to the number of post
of directors to CEA through e-mail and publish it on the Website of the Society.

9. Prior approval of result of Board of Director: After conduct of Elections of Board of
Dircctors, the RO is mandated to submit the requisite details in Format 19 M along with a
report (for members of the Board of Directors) under rule 19 M for secking prior approval
of the Co-operative Election Authority.




10. Eleetion of Office Bearcrs: Returning Officer shall preside over the mecting for the
purpose of election of Office Bearers as per Rule 19N (2) and after conduct of elections of
Office Bearers, the RO shall submit the requisite details in Format 19-N alongwith a report
for secking prior approval of CEA before declaration of results,

11. Displav of Notifieation/orders on website of Society: Returning Officer shall ensure
that the Society prominently displays the List of Eligible Voters, Election Programme
and Final List of the Contesting Candidates, and ofher related important docunients
on the website of the Socicty promincatly on the right-hand top corner of website in a
box under the heading of “ELECTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICE
BEARERS” for enabling free, fair and tfransparent elcctions,

12. Submission_of account of election cxpenses by the candidate: The provisions of
MSCS Rules 19(U), (V), (W), (X) relating to expenditure to be incurred by the candidate in
connection with elections are annexed herewith. RO is requested that these may be posted
on the Notice Board and a copy may also be supplied to the person filing the nomination.
The format or account of clection expenses shall be kept as per particulars provided in Rule
19 (W). These accounts should be submitted to Returning Officer within 30 days of
declaration of result by Returning Officer after approval of CEA.

13. Payment of remuneration: It js also requested to provide the requisite details about
RO and ARO and other polling officer in the enclosed Proforma along with a copy of
cancelled cheque & PAN Card to claim remuneration from the Society in connection with
discharge of dutics for conduct of election as RO/ARO/Polling personnel ete. The rates of
remuneralion for conduct of clection is as per the office order dated 16.10.2025(Annexure-

V)

14. Guidelines for Central Govt. Employees: As per DOP&T Office Memorandum
F.No.11013/1/2016-Estt.A-I11 dated 27th February, 2020 Government employee Under the
rule 15(1){(c) of CCS (Conduct) Rules, 1964, R.O will obtain the details of coniesting Central
Government employees as 1o whether prior permission to contest election has been taken
from the Central Government, as per enclosed proforma Annexure-V to aceepl or reject
nemination filed by the Central Government Servant.

15. Code of Conduct: The Authority in exercise of the powers conferred by Scetion 45 1,
of the Multi-State Co-operative Socicties (MSCS) Act 2002, read with Rule 19F (¢) of the
MSCS Rules 2002, has decided to enforce the following code of conduct on multi-state
cooperative societies whose clection is being conducted, to be implemented in the arca of
operation of MSCS, as under:

a. Usc of Vehicle of the Socicty during clection period
Society's vehicle which has been allotted/provided 10 Office Bearers
(Chairman/Vice-Chairman or President/Vice-President)  should not use for
canvassing/election related purposes.

These instructions will apply for a period of 30 days i.e. 30 days prior to datc of
polling.

b. Convening of Board meeting during clection period
Meeling of Board of Directors (BOD) of the society whose election are being
condueted may be convened in respect of all agenda items except agenda which
influence voting by members and clection outcome in the said clections,



CEO may take prior approval of the Returning Officer about the agenda items 10 be

placed in the Board in respect of meetings of Board of Directors held 30 days prior
to date of poll.

16. RO may note the provision relating to Accounts of election expenses (RuleioUy,
Particulars of account of election expenses (Ruie 19W) and notice by RO for inspection of
accounts (Rule 19X) and submit the details to CEA within 30 days of declaration of result.

(Kamal Nain)
Section Officer, CEA
Phone No.:011-20909052



Annexure-II

Check List for Returnin

g Officer appointed under Section 45K of the Mulli State

Cooperative Societies Act, 2002 (amended in 2023) for conduct of clection of MSCS
Action to be faken by Returning Officer Date

1 Meeting with Secretary/CEQ of the Socicty. (Rule 191 (8))

2 _| Issue of election notice under signature of Returning Officer.

3 _ | Publication of Election Programme on the website of the Socicty

4 | Publication of drafi voter list on the website of the society |

5 | Sending Proposal for appointment of ARO to Coopcrative [lection o
Authority on email cea-2023@sov.in o

& | Publication of election notice in the newspaper in the arca of operation of
the Society (Rule 191 (3))

7 | Publication of list of nomination forms received on the website of the
Society

8 __| Sending of newspaper cutting to the CEA with roference to (6) above

9 | Scrutiny of nomination papers by RO. {Rule 191.)

10 | Publication of list of valid nominations accepted by RO. (Rule 19L(1)(e))

11 | Publication of list of withdrawals afier scrutiny on the website

12_| Publication of list of rejections after serutiny on the website

13 | Publication of final list of candidates under the signature of RO on the
website of the Society

14 | Sending the list of the candidates to the Cooperative Election Authority
with the details - (i) filed nomination (ii) rejected nominations with reasons
(iif) withdrawal of nomination and (iv) valid nominations with reference to
the number of post of directors on email cea-2023@eov.in

15 | Ballot paper and making arrangements for its printing and other logistic
arrangement for transportation in case polling station are being setup in
miultiple cities/disiricts/states

16 | Sending of recommendation after conduct of election of Board of Direciors
in Form 19M for seeking prior approval of CEA along with detailed report

17 | Issue of proceedings of result of Board of Directors after receipt of approval
of CEA

18 | Sending the Account and PAN details of RO/ARO to CEA for payment of
remuncration and name of Polling Officers appointed by RO on email cea-
2023@gov.in

19 | Chairing of meeting by RO in person for elections of Office Bearcrs i,
Chairman & Vice-Chairman only (Rule 19N (2))

20 | Sending recommendation in Form 19N afier election of Office Bearcrs for
seeking prior approval of CEA along with detailed report (Rule 19N)

21 [ Declaration of result under Rule 19N (6) _ _




Anncxure-III

PROFORMA
Proforma for remuneration-claims for conduct of MSCS Elections
{ S.No. | Name and Designation | Service Pan Number | Bank account details/Bank |
of RO, ARQ and name and Branch name with
| Polling Officer IFSC Code o]
' l.
‘ 2.
3'
4,

0



Anncxure-V

Sccking addifional details in case of members who are central govt.
employees in term of DOP&T Office Memorandum E.No.11013/1/2016-
Estt. A-ITI 27th February, 2020 Government employee Under the rule
15(1){c) of CCS (Conduct) Rules, 1964 at the time of filing nomination.

i _ | Name & Membership no. S
ii | Whether he has held elected offioe prior to| Yes [ No | NA
the present election (please tick)

iii | Name of body/organisation where tho
Central Government scrvant held elective

office o |
iv | Whether permission of the Competent | Yes No
Authority has been taken to contest present
election o
v | If answer to (iv) above is affirmative, then
please annex a copy of prior permission |
Date: Name in Capital Letter
Place: Signature of member contesting election)

11



F.No.4-11/2025/CxA.
Government of India
Ministry of Cog peration
Cooperative Election Ay thority

9™ Floor, Tower-E, World Trade Centre,
Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi - 110 29,

Dated: 16" Qctober, 2025.

ORDER

Subjeet: - Revised norms for payment of remuneration to Returning Officer (ROYAsstt,
Retumning Officer (ARO) for conduet of elcetions of Multi State Cooperative
Societies (MSCS).

CEA is paying remuneration 1o Returning Offieer (RO), Asstt, Returning Officer
(ARQO) and Polling Officer as per the Offiee Order dated 3+ June, 2024, As per this order
RO and ARO are paid not more than 15 days of basic pay as honorarum,

2. As per Rule 19T of the Mulii State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002 as arnended
in 2023, the dues of the remuncration have (o be paid by Society to Cooperative Election
Authority (CEA) and CEA in tum pays to RO based on the claims submitted by the
Retumning Officer.

3. During the process of release of funds, the following aspects have come to the
notice of the Authority:

1} There is wide variation in the basic pay structure of Returning Officers. Due 10
this reason, the payment of 15 days® basic pay may range between Rs.98,000/- to
Rs.39,000/~ depending upon the seniority of the District Magistrates in the
respective distriets. In few cases, the remuneration paid to ARO is higher than the
Returning Officer.

2) The rate of remuneration is same even if the elections are not contesied. There is
no substantial activity afier the stage of nomination process. ‘The rates claimed are
same for contesting elections as well as uncontested elactions.

3) Even in case of casyal vacaney, say for one Dircetar, the same rate is paid to the
Returning Officer. Similarly, casval vacancy of Office Bearers also results into
the same amount of payment.

4} The society’s HQ is concentrated at State Capitals or at those districts which have
history of cooperative movements. It results into conduct of multiple clection by
same RO/ARO.

4. The Authority is in receipl of representation from newly registered socicties
expressing their inability to pay such large amount due to Jack of adequate resources with
the newly formed sociely, Their- cconomic activily may be at naseent stage of

[}

development. They have requested ii]gp{ they may be exempiled from such remuneration,

o I
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5. The matter has been examined in detai] and jt has been decided to adopt a graded
structure for payment of Temuneration ¢s proposed in the table below:

S.No. Nature of Elcetion Contest for the Uncontested
position cleetion
I, Regular election of Board of Directors including
Office Bearers,
A. All societies in Schedula iL Rs.30,000/- Rs.25,000/-
B. Multi State Cooperative Banks, Rs.50,000/- Rs.25,000/-
C. Socictics where elections of delegates or| Rs.5 0,000/ Rs.25,000/-
elecion 10 RGH (comstitution  of
Representative Genera] Body) is involved,

2 Regular election of Board of Dircetors including Rs.40,000/- Rs.20,000/-

! Office Bearers of"alf other societics,

3. | Casnal Vacancy of Board of Diroctors, Rs.10,000- | Rs.10,000%
4, Casual Vacaney of Office Bearers. Rs.10,000/- Rs.10,000/-
5 Election of newly registered societies with less Rs,10,000/- Rs.10,000/-

than 250 members,

6. There will be no change in the rate of honorarinm of Polling personnel which is
fixed at present at Rs, 1,000/~ per election, Additionally, PA 10 RO or Data Entry Operator
would also be treated ag Polling Personne] and cligible to Rs.1,000/- per election,

7. This order would be effective form 01.] 1.2025, where the date of poll is on or
after 01 11,2025,

8. This issucs with the approval of Cooperative Election Authority,

By Order

@ﬂ% 1o} rof 2025
(Section Officer)
Cooperative Blestioknbskariin Oficer

et NPT ‘Goyomimang of friche

Copy to: TR % ~ 7 bty of Cozputalon
LA P ST ST ageryng Elccton Ay
L. Al ROs/AROs appointed by CEA. ey ey F”,Lffﬁ:mﬁ%f‘:

2. Al MD/CEO of MSCS Societies,
3. Al RCSs ol Staies,

Copy also 10;
1. Secrefary, Ministry of Cooperation.
. CRCS.

2
3. Internal circulation to al] Officers/Staff,
4. NIC - for posting on the Website,

| -
.
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